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Getting involved in the
designation process
In the November 2001 issue of

Corrections Communicator we

outlined the key steps for designating

the site off Roscommon Road in

Manukau City for the Auckland

Region Women’s Corrections Facility.

There are opportunities for public

involvement throughout the

designation process.

A designation on a site allows it to be

used for a particular purpose.  Under

the Resource Management Act, the

Minister of Corrections must apply to

the Manukau City Council to have the

site designated before it can be used

for prison purposes.

The application (known as a Notice of

Requirement) to designate the site off

Roscommon Road is planned for April

2002.  We will keep you updated on

progress.

The points at which you can be

involved are outlined below.

Write a submission

After the designation application is

lodged, the Manukau City Council will

invite submissions from directly

affected parties and the wider public.

Look out for Council notices in local

newspapers.

You will have 20 working days to send

in a submission (forms will be supplied

by the Council).

Attend Council hearings

After the submissions are received,

the Council will hold a hearing.  (A

pre-hearing meeting may also be held,

depending on the issues raised in

submissions.  A pre-hearing meeting

aims to resolve some issues before the

hearing itself.)

Those people who have sent in a

submission will be invited by the

Council to attend the hearing and any

pre-hearing.

Only those people who have sent a

submission to the Council and their

witnesses may speak at these

hearings. Other people will be welcome

to attend as observers.

Appeals process

After considering the Minister’s

application and the issues discussed

at the hearings, the Council will

recommend that the application is

either (a) confirmed with or without

conditions or (b) withdrawn.

The Minister of Corrections will then

decide whether to accept or reject the

Council’s recommendation.

The Council will inform affected

parties and those people who have

made submissions about the

Minister’s decision.

Appeals against the Minister’s

decision can be lodged with the

Environment Court.  All appeals must

be lodged within 15 days of the

Minister’s decision being announced.

Continuing opportunities
for consultation

The Department will continue its

programme of consultation

throughout the above process.  We

will keep you updated on the project

through Corrections Communicator

and other opportunities.

We are always happy to meet with

people who have an interest in the

facility and have issues they would

like to discuss with us.

What about resource
consents?
We have been granted resource

consents for stormwater discharge

and sediment control to enable the

restoration of the site back to a

useable state.  The site needs restoring

after use as a quarry for the past 30

years.  The restoration, which is

required by the original quarry

management plan, has been underway

since January 2002.
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Did you know …some key
facts on corrections
facilities
The proposed corrections facility

at the site off Roscommon Road

will form part of the network of

facilities throughout New Zealand.

There are currently 17 publicly-run

corrections facilities in New Zealand

and one privately-operated facility

(Auckland Central Remand Prison).

Three of these facilities accommodate

women inmates.

The Department has identified

southern Auckland as a priority area

for a new women’s corrections facility,

along with Northland, southern

Auckland and Otago as areas in need

of new men’s facilities.

The map shows the location of the

existing and planned facilities.

Here are some key corrections facts and figures:

n In the 2000/01 year there were over 7,200 admissions (men and women) to prison and a similar number of

releases from custody.  Due to the mixture of sentence length, those released are not the same individuals as

those who entered in any one year.

n In this same period, the average time served by sentenced women inmates was five months.

n The Department of Corrections manages about 5,900 inmates at any one time in New Zealand.  This figure

includes both sentenced and remand inmates.  Women inmates make up about 4% of this total.

n The annual average prison population is forecast to grow by 3% a year over the next six years.  This is why we

need to build modern secure facilities that focus on reducing re-offending.  The area predicted to experience

the largest growth is the northern North Island (Northland, Auckland, Waikato and Bay of Plenty).

n Over half of sentenced female inmates are classified as “minimum-security” inmates.  Only 1% of the female

prison population is classified as “maximum-security”.

n About 2,500 people work in corrections facilities throughout New Zealand.
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Over the past months the Department has continued

to meet regularly with representatives of the Pacific

Peoples’ Regional Corrections Liaison Committee (PPRCLC)

to update Pacific communities and receive constructive

feedback on the proposed Auckland Region Women’s

Corrections Facility in Manukau City.  The Department

appreciates the input and continuing support for this project

from the Pacific communities of the greater Auckland area.

The PPRCLC meetings have focused on a number of issues

around the well-being and support for Pacific inmates and

the Pacific communities’ involvement in the planning and

operation of the new facility.  Steve Niumata, Chair of the

PPRCLC, says “the meetings are important because they

provide the opportunity to work with and advise the

Department on the needs of Pacific people in the proposed

facility.  The new facility will contribute to a reduction in re-

offending and provide an improved environment for

rehabilitation so that when inmates are released they will

make a positive contribution to society.”

Recently the PPRCLC and members of the local community

performed an ava (traditional Samoan ceremony) to

welcome Selafi Purcell.  Selafi was recently appointed to

the Cultural Perspectives Unit of the Department of

Corrections, as a Senior Policy Adviser (Pacific).  In this

role, Selafi will provide advice on issues pertaining to Pacific

people.

Selafi is currently developing the Pacific Strategy and

Initiatives for the Department.  The strategy will provide

the framework for the Department’s ongoing work with

Pacific people.  He will be consulting regularly with the

PPRCLC during the development of the strategy to see

how the new facility can be responsive to the needs of

Pacific people.   Selafi will also be consulting with other

communities and organisations, as well as departmental

Pacific peoples’ networks – not only during the

development of the strategy, but also on other matters

affecting Pacific people within the Department.

Selafi has 19 years’ experience in the Public Prisons Service

during which time he has held various roles both in the

field and at the Department’s head office in Wellington.

Selafi looks forward to maintaining close working

relationships with Pacific communities to develop and

progress future Pacific initiatives within the Department of

Corrections.

New member joins the
Pacific Peoples’ team

Pacific team chairperson Steve Niumata with Selafi
Purcell at a recent fono in Auckland

Contact us: If you would like to change your contact details, add someone else or be removed from the

mailing list (copies will be sent to libraries, etc), please contact us on freephone 0800 263 880.

Corrections Communicator is the newsletter of the Department of Correction’s Regional Prisons Programme.

Letters and comments are welcome.

Freepost 86 786
The Editor, Corrections Communicator, Regional Prisons Programme
Department of Corrections
Private Box 1206

Wellington

Freephone 0800 263 880
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April application
planned
April 2002 is the planned date for the

application by the Minister of Corrections

to designate a site off Roscommon Road

in Manukau City for “prison purposes”.

Over the coming weeks, the Department’s

planning and specialist consultants will

finalise the Notice of Requirement for the

Minister’s application and the supporting

Assessment of Environmental Effects.

These documents take into consideration

the feedback that has been received during

our consultation.

The Notice of Requirement lets the

Manukau City Council know that a designation is required.

It outlines points such as: the effects of the facility; how

these can be minimised; alternative sites considered and

consultation undertaken.  The public process that follows

is managed by the Manukau City Council and will provide

further opportunities for local people to be involved.

Following the lodgement of the application, the Department

will continue to meet with people who have an interest in

the facility, distribute information and maintain its networks

with South Auckland communities.  Consultation with iwi,

site neighbours and the wider local community will be

ongoing.

Go on-line!
Did you know that Corrections Communicator is now on-

line?  Check out the Department’s website at

www.corrections.govt.nz.  This site contains a wealth of

information about the work of the Department and the

In brief

corrections system in New Zealand, as well as current and

past issues of Corrections Communicator.

Log in and check us out now!

Missing something?
If you are on our mailing list to also receive the Corrections

Communicator for the proposed South Auckland Men’s

Corrections Facility, you may be wondering why you

haven’t received a copy at this time.

A newsletter for the men’s facility is planned for the near

future to provide an update on the timing of the designation

and resource consent applications.  As we progress, the

two projects will naturally run along separate timelines.  As

a result, the two issues of Corrections Communicator are

likely to be published separately from now on.

Let us know if you’d like to change the issue(s) of

Corrections Communicator that you currently receive.

Consultation with tangata whenua ongoing
An important component of the designation process is to consult with tangata whenua about the site.  The

Department’s interest lies beyond this to building a relationship that will contribute to the rehabilitation of women

inmates.  Consultation is continuing in the context of increasing participation.

The machinery moves in … work begins on restoring the former quarry
site for the new women’s facility (see story in November issue).


