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Updating the community on the Auckland Region Women’s Corrections Facility

Foundations poured

C onstruction of the new Auckland
Region Women’s Corrections
Facility is underway with the first slab of
concrete poured in mid October. The final
planning requirements for the facility were
completed in September when we lodged
our Outline Plan for the prison buildings
and roading with the Manukau City
Council. After making some minor changes
recommended by the Council we had all
the approvals in place to start building
the facility. In August, Te Akitai had
welcomed construction workers, and
representatives of the Department and the
Pacific Peoples’ liaison committee onto
the site. During the powhiri Te Akitai
explained the significance and history of

the area.

Earlier this year the Environment Court
decided in favour of the corrections facility
going ahead on the Hautu Drive site after
considering one remaining appeal against

the proposed location.

Earthworks to prepare building
foundations, site roading and landscaping
are now underway (see pictures above and

overleaf).

We have also constructed a perimeter fence
at the eastern side of the site at Ha Crescent
and Hautu Drive. The main entrance to the
facility will be at Hautu Drive, off
Roscommon Road. Now that the site is a
construction zone, security has been

increased and access to the site is restricted.

We are working closely with community
interests, the Manukau City Council and
local businesses to establish a Community
Liaison Group for the new facility. This
group will focus on the activities and
operations of the new facility during both
the construction stage and once the facility
is up and running. Under the conditions of
the site designation we are required to have
this group operating within four months
of construction starting. A key member of
the group will be the new facility manager
and we are hopeful this appointment will

be made soon.
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Welcome

Kia ora and greetings. It’s just over
three years since we published the
first issue of Corrections
Communicator for the new
Auckland Region Women’s
Corrections Facility. At that time
the Minister of Corrections had
recently announced his preferred
site at Hautu Drive from the 46
originally considered for the new
facility.

Three years later we are able to
start building this much-needed
facility. The proposed location has
withstood the scrutiny of a
Manukau City Council
commissioners’ hearing and an
Environment Court hearing. As
you will read in this newsletter,
we are experiencing a significant
increase in the number of women
inmates, due in part to higher rates
of crime solving by police and
responses to public calls for
tougher sentencing.

This will be the last issue of
Corrections Communicator from
me as we move into the
construction of the new facility.
The construction team plans to
send updates over the 18-month
construction period to keep you
up to date with progress. We look
forward to seeing this modern,
purpose-built facility for women
inmates open in mid-2006. I am
confident it will blend in with the
community and contribute greatly
to rehabilitating those who pass
through its doors.

William Whewell
National Property Manager



Meeting demand

In the last few months, the media has reported high demand for
prison accommodation for both male and female inmates.
While the prison population normally rises and falls throughout
each year, this year we have seen a much higher increase than ever
before. At the last count, there were about 100 more women in
prison than last year’s forecast had predicted. The Department
receives funding and bases its facility planning on a five-year
forecast of numbers. We have been working hard this year to
increase the number of beds at existing facilities to meet demand.

While 100 female inmates might not seem like much, it represents
about a 30% increase over the forecast of 333 inmates. In June
2003 we opened a temporary 60-bed unit for women at Waikeria
Men’s Prison when inmate numbers first reached capacity. This
year we added another 20 beds to that unit, but as inmate numbers
have continued to increase we have had to rely on other
accommodation. Up to 60 women have been held in police and
court cells this year. This is obviously far from ideal for inmates,

visitors or police, or for court or corrections staff.

As inmate numbers continue to increase we have had to look at

better and more permanent accommodation solutions.

One solution is to build more beds in the first stages of the Auckland
Region Women’s Corrections Facility. This will provide much-
needed accommodation for women from the upper North Island
area, where about 50% of all female offenders come from. We
already have a disproportionate number of our beds in Wellington
and Christchurch, so adding to those existing prisons would not
provide beds where they are actually needed.

We are now building another 134 beds at the Auckland Region
Women’s Corrections Facility to bring the total to 286 beds. To
allow for this increase we have adjusted the location of the security
fence and the type and size of the buildings that will be built in the
first stage of construction. This will not make a noticeable
difference to those working and living in the area. Landscaping
and other features will still continue to screen the facility from

most viewpoints.

The Auckland Region Women’s Corrections Facility has been
designed to accommodate up to 350 women in the foreseeable
future.

Contact us

You can continue to contact the Department by way of mail to:

The Editor

Corrections Communicator
Regional Prisons Programme
Department of Corrections
Private Box 1206
WELLINGTON

We welcome letters and comments on the Corrections

Communicator.

For more information about the Department of Corrections visit

our website at www.corrections.govt.nz
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